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Wax Admixture.

The presence of wax is easily detected and the
quantity estimated by cooling and pressing a small
quantity of the oil.

Fatty Oil Admixture.
Fatty oils are readily detected by boiling quarter of
an ounce or so of the oil with alcoholic soda * for
twenty to thirty seconds in a large test tube. If as'
little as 2 per cent, of fatty oil be present, the mixture
will become a gelatinous mass on cooling ; and if larger
percentages are present the mixture will become gela-
tinous or even solid while hot.
When the presence of a fatty oil has been detected,
its quantitative determination may be quickly made by
taking 50 grains weight of the oil, mixing it with about
500 grains of silver sand, and then adding an excess of
alcoholic soda and evaporating, with constant stirring,
over a water bath until all smell of alcohol has been
discharged. The mass is then to be thrown into a filter
and washed with small successive quantities of gasoline,
ether or other very volatile solvent, until a small drop
of the filtrate ceases to leave any oil stain after being
placed on a watch-glass and evaporated. The soap
produced by the saponification of the fatty oil by
the soda is unaffected by the gasoline, &c., while the
mineral oil is quickly washed from the sand and finely
divided particles of soap, and, the total filtrates having
* Saturated solution of caustic soda in absolute alcohol.